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Introduction

We embrace technology in all its forms, including mobile phones. However, we also
acknowledge that technology as powerful and ubiquitous as phones requires us to set
some rules and parameters as to its usage, both by staff and students. We have the
following as principles:

e Student and staff personal contact details such as telephone numbers and
social media account details must be considered ‘protected’ and never made
publicly accessible to each other. Students should never be able to contact
members of staff personally via electronic communication, nor vice-versa.

e Nonetheless, itis sometimes necessary and appropriate for members and staff
and students to communicate via phones - especially during emergencies. This
must be done in a professionally safe and accountable way.

e We recognise that students ‘exist’ in virtual social worlds of online
communication and social networking, and that while these worlds are less
visible to us as guardians than the physical one, problems such as bullying exist
within them and we have a duty to treat them as we would in the real world.

e We also recognise that students are, to an extent, ‘inseparable’ from their
phones and that a significant part of their social lives exists online.

e However, in our experience — and given the chance — many students will ‘lose
themselves’ in their phones and not fully engage in the live real-world experience
around them. This is a pity, especially in exciting environments such as the
summer school.

Our procedures

e The summer school team will have multiple ‘work mobiles’ whose contact
numbers are distributed to all students and parents. This includes a 24/7
emergency number. This is so that in the case of emergency there is always a list
of people who can be contacted.

e Upon arrival, the students all register their mobile phone number with us. This is
again so thatin an emergency we are able to contact any student we need to.
These contact details are only stored on a secure local school network.
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e Staff are forbidden to contact — or attempt to contact — any student using their
own personal mobile phones. They are also forbidden from attempting to ‘follow’
or ‘befriend’ any student on any social media platform or inviting any student to
do so with them.

e We treat the student’s behaviour with each other online as equivalent to ‘real
world’ behaviour: online bullying, for instance, is the same thing as bullying face-
to-face.

e We encourage our teaching staff to use phones creatively in classrooms and we
understand families like to stay in touch using FaceTime (etc.). However, there
are times when we want our students to live ‘in the moment’ — so we will look
after the student’s phones for them while they engage in classroom, social,
sporting, and leisure activities with us.

e We know that parents and students are sometimes anxious to be away from
each other, and as a result tend to speak to each other regularly as a
reassurance. While this is understandable, we find that too much
communication in the first few days can be counterproductive.

Student guidelines
e Responsibility for the mobile device(s) lies with the student at all times.

e Ifyou bring a mobile device to the summer school, it should be easily identifiable
as yours and protected with a secure PIN.

e Student’s mobile devices should never be taken to changing rooms, showers, or
toilets.

e Underthe guidance of the classroom teacher, students may use their mobile
devices for learning purposes during lessons and study during the day with
permission.

e Students should not capture media involving others without their consent. Such
media should not be posted without consent and even where consent is given,
the person posting must ensure that it is appropriate to do so.

¢ No offensive, discriminatory or threatening language should be used on any
postings.
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e When students are using mobile devices in our Boarding areas, they should not
be used inappropriately and must never be used:

a) to capture or send inappropriate words, pictures or other media to others;
b) to hurt or bully others by sending of messages, pictures or other media;
c) tointerfere with school property.

e Misuse of a mobile device may lead to its confiscation for a period of time
usually no longer than a day. Repeated offences may resultin longer
confiscation periods, combined with disciplinary action in line with our ‘Student
Behaviour & Rules Policy’.

e Bullying through the use of a mobile device is the same as bullying in any other
way and will attract disciplinary action.

When are mobile phones and smartwatches allowed?

The King's Summer School will limit the time students spend on their mobile devices, to
ensure that they fully engage in lessons and activities.

e No studentis allowed to wear a smartwatch during the summer school.
Regardless of it being disconnected from the internet.

e The boarding team will collect mobile phones before bedtimes and phones can
be signed back out from the boarding team each morning before breakfast.
Students should be aware that the boarding team may not be able to charge
phones.

e Mobile phone use during classroom lessons is at the discretion of the teacher
but will usually be limited to ensure full engagement with class content.

e Typically, mobile phones will not be allowed during academic classes, sporting
activities, or during organised evening activities. Mobile devices will be removed

and safely stored in lockable containers.

e Mobile phones will be allowed for excursions and other off-site activities.
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Additional Information

Should you have any questions, or require additional information about this subject,
please contact us direct via email at summerschool@kings-school.co.uk.

Reviewed by: Mike Pengelly (Summer School and Commercial Director)

Review date: November 2025
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