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Welcome to Hurtwood House Summer School 
– the most exciting English Language Summer 
Course in the UK. 

Hurtwood House Summer School was 
founded in 1970 by my grandparents on their 
beautiful estate in the Surrey Hills, just one 
hour from London. Their idea was simple: 
create an environment where people from all 
over the world could come to the UK, learn 
English and form lifelong friendships, all whilst 
having the holiday of a lifetime. 

For over 50 years, the summer school has 
been run by the Jackson family and family 
values remain at the heart of everything we 
do. Student numbers are limited to ensure 
that each student receives the exclusive and 
personal Hurtwood experience.

Whilst we continue to uphold the traditional 
spirit that has made Hurtwood’s Summer 
School so successful for generations of 
English language students, we are always 

looking to push boundaries with innovative 
lessons and activities. Quite simply, there’s no 
better way for a student to spend a summer.

In this brochure, you’ll find more about our 
English lessons, the glamorous excursions we 
offer and the vibrant in-house activities that 
make each day so memorable. If you have any 
questions at all, please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with us.
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T E S T I M O N I A L S

H U R T W O O D  H O U S E

Moritz had an absolutely wonderful time and 
came home full of excitement and joy. Ever 
since, he hasn’t stopped talking about the 
great experiences he had, the interesting 
activities, and the amazing people he met. 

Thank you once again for giving Moritz such 
a special experience — this memory will 

certainly stay with him for the rest of his life!

Birgit – Austria

Thank you for giving my daughter such an 
exciting and extraordinary two week holiday at 
Hurtwood. She enjoyed every single moment 

and got so many varied experiences!

Olga – Russia

Hurtwood gave me memories I will never 
forget! I want to come back every year

Ayan – Romania

Both children came home beaming, filled 
with stories, new friendships, and lasting 

impressions supported by pictures showing 
them during different activities. They felt 

cared for, seen, and part of something vibrant 
and special. The warm atmosphere, the loving 

attention from all the staff, the inspiring 
afternoon activities, and the delicious meals 
— all contributed to an experience they will 

never forget. They said ‘it was the best time of 
my life’. We couldn’t be more thankful.

Lily – Germany

Hurtwood summer school has taught me so 
much and I met friends for life

Emma – Germany

Blanca came back very happy and full of 
enthusiasm about the wonderful experience 

she had — though also quite sad, as she 
didn’t want to come home! That, to me, 

speaks volumes about how welcome and 
comfortable she felt at Hurtwood

Patricia – Spain

Hurtwood House not only improved my 
English massively, it was the most valuable 

experience of my life

Adriana – Spain

I stayed three weeks and wish I had stayed 
for longer. I can’t wait to come back.

Angelo – Italy

This truly is the best Summer School. The 
variety and choice of activities is incredible. 
I have stayed 5 weeks this year and haven’t 

been bored once

Ilya – Ukraine
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A  DAY  AT
S U M M E R  S C H O O L

H U R T W O O D  H O U S E

There is no such thing as a typical day at Hurtwood 
House Summer School because each day is unique.  

English Language Lessons take place each morning until 
lunchtime and the afternoons and evenings are packed 

with a wide range of incredible excursions and activities, 
which you can discover on page 11.

Break

11:55AM

Lunch

12:30PM

Breakfast

8:30AM

Supper

6:00PM

Lesson One

9:25AM

Lesson Two

10:50AM

Project Lesson

12:00PM

10:30AM

Break

Sports, Dance, 
Drama & Art

4:00PM

Evening Activities

7:00PM

H U R T W O O D  H O U S E

Afternoon 
Excursions & 

Activities

1:00PM
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H U R T W O O D  H O U S E

•	 Communication skills – speaking and listening
•	 Pronunciation and fluency
•	 Grammar
•	 Study skills
•	 Presentation skills – helping grow confidence
•	 Reading and writing
•	 Everyday use of English

All levels are welcome — from absolute beginners to fluent speakers. 

Our teachers are creative and innovative and lessons are never dull. The right balance between the oral 
and the written word is found according to the level of the group. Small teaching groups of no more 
than 12 students mean that each and every student can be given generous individual attention. 

Our study programme is carefully designed to support every 
learning style. Lessons are created to help students feel at ease, 
get involved, and make friends quickly. Every class is interactive, 
engaging, and fun, with a strong focus on developing real 
confidence in the English Language. We cover a wide range of 
skills, including:

E N G L I S H  L E S S O N S

P R O J EC T  L E S S O N

How do you ensure my child is in the 
correct level of class? 

Upon arrival the students will take a short writing and speaking test and are allocated to a teaching 
group suited to their current level of English. During the course they are re-assessed and when 
progress is made, students are moved to more advanced teaching groups. 

Over the years the school has found that even those who come as absolute beginners (with 
virtually no knowledge of the language) leave with the ability to speak and write basic English. 

For the higher level students lessons are focused on honing advanced language skills and 
developing a finer grasp of the English Language. Lessons might include debating, Shakespeare 
discussions and even mock courtroom trials.

The highlight of the classroom learning for many students is the daily project 
lesson. Students will work together in their class to produce short films, 

plays, songs or business pitches. These are then presented as a class in front 
of the school at the end of the week.

is that students are immersed in English 
round the clock when they are here. 
All four language skills are constantly 
exploited throughout the day as part of 
the activities and excursions on offer.

The secret to 
the success 
of the English 
tuition...

of English Language 
Classes per week

hrs15
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AC T I V I T I E S

After a morning in the classroom, there’s no better way to spend the 
afternoons and evenings than with our incredible activities programme. 

Each day offers something different – from exciting excursions and sports 
afternoons to action packed evenings. Our team works hard throughout 

the year to design new and exciting activities, ensuring that every 
summer feels fresh, dynamic, and completely unique.

Hurtwood is an all-inclusive experience, and the wide variety of activities 
and trips we offer come at no extra cost. From unforgettable visits to 

London and go-karting adventures to lively competition nights, there's 
something for everyone to enjoy every single day.

H U R T W O O D  H O U S E

"Probably the best activities programme 
anywhere in England"

Activities include...

"Non stop fun! 
Vitoria had the 
best holiday of 

her life!"
– Joana P,

Parent from Portugal

"
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H U R T W O O D  H O U S E

GO KARTING

LASER TAG

ACTIVITIES FEATURED
Thorpe Park, Ninja Warrior, 
High Ropes, Aqua Park
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TRIP TO PORTSMOUTH

TRIP TO BRIGHTON

TRIP TO WINDSOR

ACTIVITIES 
FEATURED
Horse Riding, Rock 
Climbing, Stand Up 
Paddle Boarding
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TRIP TO LONDON

The weekly trip gives students the chance to see the very best of London including Buckingham Palace, Leicester Square, Covent Garden and Big Ben. This is then topped off with a trip to the cinema or a West End musical!
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ACTIVITIES FEATURED
Bubble Soccer, Sports, Formal Dinners & Discos, 
Game Show Nights, Bouncy Fun Inflatables, Messy 
Games & More

ACTIVITIES FEATURED
Arcade, Ice Skating, Mini Golf, 
Music Concerts in London, 
Surfing

H U R T W O O D  H O U S E H U R T W O O D  H O U S E
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F O O D

W H E R E  TO  F I N D  U S

We are just 30 minutes away from London Gatwick 

Airport and 1 hour from London Heathrow Airport. 

We would be happy to organise transfers for the 

students to/from these airports. Simply let us know 

the flight number, arrival time and terminal and the 

students will be met in the arrivals hall by one of the 

Hurtwood Team wearing a bright pink t-shirt and 

carrying a bright pink Hurtwood sign.

If your child is travelling on airlines using the 

unaccompanied minor service (UM), please let us 

know as you will need to give the contact details of 

the person collecting them from the airport here in 

the UK (these will be provided on request).

Hurtwood House is situated in the beautiful Surrey Hills, an area 
of outstanding natural beauty just one hour from London. 

For those who are dropping off their child themselves, 

the address of the school is:

Hurtwood House, Holmbury St. Mary, 
Dorking, Surrey. RH5 6NU 

60 MINS
DRIVE 90 MINS 

DRIVE

30 MINS
DRIVE

HURTWOOD
HOUSE

H U R T W O O D  H O U S E H U R T W O O D  H O U S E

The food at Hurtwood is quite simply delicious. Students will have breakfast, lunch and 
dinner in the school's modern dining room which also has some outdoor seating for when 
the sun shines. There is always a wide variety to choose from for lunch and dinner as well 
as a large salad bar. We also have our own pizza oven and most popular of all, our own ice 

cream machine! 

Please advise us of any dietary requirements you may have in advance.
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H OW TO B O O K 

If you have any questions, please email 

summer.school@hurtwood.net
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H U R T W O O D H O U S E

Dates 
5th July–8th August

Ages 
11-17

Price 
£1940 per week

W H AT TO 
B R I N G 

The Summer School is very informal, but 
also very active with lots of sports and 
activities, so comfortable clothes such 
as shorts, t-shirts, sweatshirts, jeans, 
tracksuits and trainers are most useful. 

• Bring a smart outfit to wear at our discos and formal dinner. 

• Bring suitable sportswear as required for sports such as 

football, swimming, tennis etc. 

• Bring a towel. 

Please remember that the weather in the UK can change 

suddenly, so some clothes for warm weather and some for 

cooler weather (or rain) will be very useful. 

Laundry facilities are available at the school. Older students do

their own washing and younger students can have their laundry 

done for them. It is helpful for items to be marked with student's 

names.

Pocket Money
All activities and excursions are included in the price but of 

course there are times when students would like to have some 

spending money, such as in the arcades or souvenir shopping. 

We collect this money for safekeeping on arrival and students 

can withdraw as much as they require on a daily basis.
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